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Bell; John at once came up to London to see if he could
be of any use either in organizing relief, or in speaking or
writing on the Allied side.   Although a great admirer of
German literature and music and a constant reader of
Goethe apd Heine, he had never had much love for the
Germans, whom he always considered barbarians who had
never, he said, gone through the experience of Grseco-
Roman culture.   For the French, on the other hand, he
had a great affection, and had, when a young man, spent
several months in Paris with a French family, working at
the language and literature*  The War presented itself to
him simply as a contest between right and wrong, between
civilization and barbarism, and he never had any doubt
either of the rightness of our cause or of its ultimate
triumph.  He served as a special constable for the first two
years of the war, until obliged to give it up for reasons of
health; did a certain amount of work in tne organization
for tracing the missing and wounded by visiting the
hospitals here; spoke whenever and wherever he could at
various meetings in the country, and finally, in May 1917,
joined what was known as the Political Intelligence
Department of the Foreign Office, working first under
Mr. John Buchan, and then under Mr. Headlam (later
Sir James Headlam Morley, C.B.E.), The work of this
department consisted in studying the Press of the different
European countries and summarizing the information
obtained for the benefit of the War Cabinet. France and
Spain were the two countries allotted to my husband: he
liked the work and did it well

For the years following the conclusion of peace he came
to be known as a lecturer, and was constantly asked to
lecture to different audiences on various subjects. He had
a good voice and a certain freshness and vigour of style
and delivery which made his speaking attractive; he was
Warton lecturerer to the British Academy in 1919;
Taylorian lecturer at Oxford in 1926, his subject being the
poet Carducci; lecturer to the University of Bristol in
1927; and from time to time to the Universities of